463.   LETTER TO DR. E.

21-24 COURT CHAMBERS,

JOHANNESBURG,

September 27, 1906

[DR. EDWARD NUNDY
JACOB CHAMBERS
COURT ROAD
JOHANNESBURG]

DEAR  DR.   NUNDY,

By class distinction I mean that there should be no legislation apply-
ing to Asiatics, Coloured people or Indians as such.

All legislation ought to be, [as]   laid down by Chamberlain, of a
general character.

Tours truly,

(Signed) H. M. GANDHI2
for M. K. GANDHI

Pretoria Archives : L. G. File No. 93 : Asiatics

464.    ON TRIAL
We are enabled to publish copies of communications from Lord Sel-
borne addressed to the British Indian Association, in connection with the
new Asiatic Ordinance of the Transvaal. One of them states that Lord
Elgin has already approved of the Ordinance, and that His Excellency does
not consider that any useful purpose is likely to be served by sending the
proposed deputation to England.
We offer our sincere congratulations to the British Indians in the
Transvaal on the decision of Lord Elgin. The decision reflects no credit
on a liberal Secretary of State for the Colonies, especially when one realizes
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies has, at one time, occupied the
Viceregal throne in India. But Lord Selborne has told us that out of evil
very often cometh good, and if the British Indian community is true to
itself, good will most assuredly result from the momentous decision of Lord
Elgin. His Excellency has clothed with life the historic fourth resolution3
of the great meeting, held in the now extinct Empire Theatre in Johan-
nesburg. That resolution will be the touchstone by which the national
and self-respecting spirit of Indians in the Transvaal is to be tested. Lord
1 This  was  in  response  to  Dr.   Nundy's query as to what Gandhiji meant by "class
distinction".  Vide "Letter to Dr. Nundy", p. 448.
2 Gandhiji's eldest son
3 Vide "The Mass Meeting", pp. 419-23.
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